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A,  GQVERNMENT CONTROL OF BROADCASTING

|
\
L. Patterr of Control: Argentine radio broadcasting and the country's national |
press wire services constitute an crganic system of news and propaganda dissemi- \
nation which may be considered as a single unit in defining the nature of the con- |
trol exercised by the Govermment. A key to this control may be found in the press i
wire Ferviees which disseminate news and propagenda material under the segis ‘
oi the Presidential Undersecretariat of Information and Press. These services |
\
\
|
|
\
|
\
\

constitute the principal sources of material broadcast by Argentine radio stations.

Although there is no evident precensorship of broadcasts, the content of radio
voicecasts has been found to be a faithful, often verbatim reproduction of material
transmitted by the Argentine wire services. The Government's Radio del Estado

and the ostensibly privately owned Argeatine stations* Pfeature the same news, with
only slight variations, as that carried by the Covermment's official Morsecast and
the private Argentine wire gervices.

* Although the Government is known to have covertly purchased control of all except
one of the so-called private stations, the fiction of an official, nonpolitical
radio operating side by side with independent transmitters is still maintained. A
series of gtatements by the Minister of the Interior, in answer to complaints by
opposition parties that they were unable to obtain radio time during the recent
election campaign, took pains to emphasize that (1) the official Radio del Estado
did not broadcast political propegands but merely gave publicity to the achievements
of the Government, and (2) the opposition parties were perfectly free to purchase
radio time from the private stations, but the Government could do nothing if those
stations did not want to sell the time. The statements were given wide publicity
over the radioc and by the press wire services, Supporting this concept of the
official radio as a nonpolitical organ, Peron broadcast his campaign speeches on a
hook~up of &1l the major "private' stations called '"the private network of Argentine
radio staticens,’” but not over Radio del Estado. :

As an indication, however, of the extent to which Radioc del Estado serves as en
ingtrument for the personal aggrandizement of Peron, it may be noted that during the
period from 1 to 12 November, when Peron temporarily relinquished his office and i
Senate President Pro Tempore Alberto Teisaire replaced him in an acting capacity,
Radio del Estado failed to broadcast the customary news bulletins detailing the
Presideni’s daily activities. Instead, the official transmitters carried brief
comuentaries on previously reported governmental achievemenesr
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o, Extent of (ountrol - The Government's virtually complete domination over all
broadcasting activitiee under the Peron regime has shown no signs of relaxstion. On
the contrary, 1t nas become increasingly apparent thaei through a process of restric-
ting +he sources from which radio stations must obtain t‘uei?r news material, the
Govermment has gsucreeded in removing the last vestiges of w;hat might be termed inde~
pendent ewecas™ing in Argentina, i
|
The inauguratiocn of operatione by the AGENCIA PERIODISTICA ARGENTINA (APA) in
August 1991 constituted & major step toward the centralization of news dissemination
and the channcling of material to the press and radio thr-o@gh official medie. The
Morsecasts of the ASOCIACION NOTICIOSA ARGENTINA (ANA) and of TELENOTICIAS
AMFRICANAS (TELAM) have not been heard tor some time, and it may be assumed thet
they ere no longer in operation, their functions very possibly having been absovbhed
by APA. Radio Splendid, which used to carry TELAM dispatc‘r}‘es, and Radio Relgrano
now feature national news credited to APA. Radic El Mundo, the third major
"independent " station, credits domestlc news to the press gervice of the daily EL
MUNDC :nd to the AGENCIA LATINA DE NOTICIAS. 3

.

|

The discontinuance by Radlo Belgranc in October 1051 of the Esso Reporter newscasts,
which obtain their material from the UNTTED PRBZC,” and thé apparent. elimination of
the ASSOCIATED PRESS as & source of foreign news on Radio E‘l Mundo merked a further
move toward the suppression of independent reporting on the Argentine radio. The
INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE, used as a source of foreign nevs reports by Redio
Belgrano, Radio Splendid, and Radio E1l Mundo, is now the only U.S. press agency
quoted in Argentine broadcasts. In addition to IS, Radio{Belgrano and Ladio @il
Mundo use FEUTEKS dispatches, and Radio Splendid and Radio | El Mundo credit some of
their foreigrn news to the AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. ‘
3. Freedom of the Press: Argentine radio broadcasts and bress transmiseions
continue to declare on every occasion that there is complete freedom of the prees

in Argentine.. At the same time, the hostile foreign pressiand LA NACION, the re-
maluing wouthpiece of the oppogition at home, are deserit<” as being under the
domination of "Wall Street capitalists and imperialists.”‘}‘l‘his theme was especially
exploited during the September 1951 meeting of the Inter-American Press Asgoclation
in Montevideo, which the Argentine delegates and several other Latin American dele-
gatione boycotted, charging that the Association was controlled by "capitalist”
interests ard that it did not really represent the presc o{' the American nations.

Great prominence was given on Argentine voicecaste and wiré gervice transmissions

to the Argentine-led split and to the subsequent formation| of & Latin American

press asgsociation which will have its headquarters in Buenos Aires. Prominently

featured also was the "Free Press Decalogue" published by ;the Argentine-led gro.p.
|

E. NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL PRESS SERVICZES

|
1. The Argentine Government Morsecasts: Two deily transmissions in Spanish Mortse,
belizved to be intended primarily for Argentine diplomatici missions abroad, contain
the official vergion of domestic news, apparently compiled by the Presidential
Undersenretariat of Information and Press. National news comprises the bulk of the
transmissions, but a number of foreign-datelined items—-geperally renorts tending
t0 point up unreet in other countries as contrasted with favorable conditions in
Argertina or statemente by forelgn officials praising Argentina-~-are also included.
The proportion of transmission time devoted to such material appears to have in-
creased somewhat during the past year.

|

% These programs vere discontiaued three days after the unjauccessful 23 September
revolt againat the Peron regime, possibly because of the manner in which Latin
American BEsgo Reporter newscasts handled reports on the up‘rising. The Lisso Reporter

generally deemphasized the official Argentine version. o
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Y PRt NTIUS servicse mESsage In December 1951 referred to these cast
1

T rans Serwvicio Informativo Fadial Argentine, JIRA," ing
The St rment may have established a press gervice counierpari to Radlo
(s R {

wrwicio Internacional Radiofonize Argentino, vo'cecasts for
l1stErers o mention of a OTRA présa service has heen heerd over th
Arpgentine i . mver, and the offlcialipress transmisaicons, Micn prlor to 1950
wer: addressedt (o Aragentine daplomatic miseions, row speci., no recinient ov
ovlg.nating 0 0ice.  The pattern and content of the transmissions have undergone
o si1pniticant chenge within the past sevarjal yeears.

2. The AGELCLA PERTODISTICA ARGENTINA: This agency now transmits a Zopanish-
ianpuage Morsgcast varying 1n length from s8ix to ~izht howrg. It features
complete coverase of Argentine news, including ofilcial developmentis, plus an ex-
terzive world.wide coverage. Its foreign items, when not submitted by ArA's own
correspondents abr . are credited to INS and the AGENCE FRAI -"RIGSE. The
lappuage and style = 1hese transmiscsions are distinguished by an absence of
rahlesze and Ly apparently painstaking editing. On political and controversial
matters, AA [aiihfully echoes the official Arsent ..o osoint of view,

3. 'ihe AGEN. A LATIHNA DE HOTICIAS: Priorito 1 January L1087, AGEUCTA LATIHA's
Buenne Aires bureau iransmitted three Spanish Morsecasts dail;, varying ia length
fram 30 minuteg to an hour, Teaturing orficial news and reports on polilicel

deve Lopments reflect iap the Peronista viewpeint, as well as lengthy reviews of
prouo-Peron commentar sex appearing i publications abroad. These fransuissions were
suspended ou 1 January for an unspecified period and have not been resomed at thig
writaing. Subscribers werce asked to monitor the Argentine Governmernt lorsecasts
pending resumption O the gervice.

The agency, feunded by Brazilien newsman Geralde Rocha, editor end pool:isher of the
Fio de Janercvo dally O MUNDO, has a bureau in Fio which transmits a deily cast ir
Sianizh and Portugusss Morse. AGENCIA LATINA has a close working arrangepment with
O MUNDO, which appar<ntly serves as the Brazilian mouthpiece of the reron regime.
The Rusnos Aireg bur<au has frequently sent instructions to editor Rocha reques:-
ing him to fealw = certain stories or to publish commentaeries on partic:lar develop-
ments 1n Argentina. Following their appearance in O MUNDG, such commentaries have
beer transmitted from Buenos Alres under Rio de Janeiro datelines as reviews of

O MUNDO erticiez. Communications from the Rio de Janeiro bureau are generally

addreszed v edrtor Dobarro io Bueros Alres.

AGENC1A TATINA serves as & major channel for Argentina’s current anti-U,5. propa-
ganda: its transmissions lay particular stress on the "intrigues” tomented by

the U,S. and ite "capitalist interests" throughout Latin America, echoing the
Argeritine radic-s emphasis on the Latln American, as opposed to the North Americen,
viewpoint. The agency gave extensive coverage to the Montevideo press conference
split, carrying lengthy statements by Latip /American newsmer. denouncing U.%5, ex-
ploitation of the Toter-American Press Association. Tt features press comment on
the allegedly Wall Stre~t.inspired "anti-Argentine campaign" both abroad end within
the country, as exemplified by & story in May, transmitted from Buenos Alres under
a Mexico City dateline, according to whichia U.3. zeneral had revealed the existence
of a plan to have "an army of latin American troops" occupy Argentins "and other
countTies which thus far have failed to bow to lhe will o the United States.” A
Caracas-datelined story in November, also trangmitted from Duenog Alres, attributed
to A.F. of L. Latin American liaison officiel Serafino Romualdi the statement that
be vas gpending huge sums in an effort to éromote an anti-Pevon uprising ‘n Argen-
tina. This report was referred to by Peron in a radio campaign speech on the same dsy.

Expanding its activities, AGENCIA LATINA opened a bureau in Havana, Cuba, in December
1951. The agency's Paris correspondent now files dispatches to Rio de dJanelro vie
Havana., Both the Buenos Aires and Rio bureaus address their transmissions to the ANSA
news agency in Rome as well as to Latin American recipients.

L. The SAPORITI News Agency: A daily Moréecast in Spanish for ships et sea, lnst-
ing approximately 30 minutes, features fairly complete coverage of domestic news
highlights, concisely presented. The transmission echoes the official viewpoint.
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